130_____________________Sri Raghavendra

Sri Madhwacharya has authored 37 religious works.
All his writings are considered as Sarva Moola Grantha
or the sourcebook for everything.

While standing on the beach once, he guided to
safety a vessel tossing in the high seas, waving his
ochre robe from the shore. The owner of the ve.ssel, in
gratitude, offered diamonds and other valuables to him,
but the acharya refused to take them and obtained only
two blocks of gopi chandana (hardened clay) that were
being carried in the boat, to keep it on an even keel.

Sri Madhwacharya took one of those blocks to
Udipi, uttering the 'Dwadasa stotra'. The idol of Sri
Krishna obtained from that block (when broken), was
installed and consecrated at Udipi, by the acharya. For
performing puja to this deity, he established eight mutts
there. The pontiffs of those mutts are performing the
pujas and other rituals to this day, in biennial turns.

While the acharya was at Badri, Sri Vedavyasa
once took the sands of Badrikashram in his fist and
closed his fingers tightly. The grains hardened and
formed into icons. These miniature icons are worshipped
even to this day and are known by the name
'Vyasamushti'. And one of those is with the Sri Mutt at
Mantralaya and everyday it is kept with the other idols, in
the puja of the Mutt.

It would be of interest to know why Sri
Madhwacharya had been so persevering, powerful and
wise. The reason behind it is that he is an avatar of Vayu
Deva.